n the fateful morning, [Robert] Mendheim had just finished schooling twenty-two pups when eleven police cars
came tearing up the road. ''lim 'd have thought they were
after Bonnie and Clyde or John Dillinger,'' Mendheim
said. In addition to the planted eyewitnesses, agents
hiding in shrubbery with long distance lenses had taped
the entire [training] exercise.. .. -Greyhound USA, January 1989
No, it wasn't Bonnie and Clyde or John Dillinger Florida law-enforcement
officers were after, but greyhound trainers suspected of breaking state law.
On the morning of October 4, 1988, The HSUS, with assistance from state
and local law-enforcement agents, converged on a Lee, Florida, greyhound
training track to arrest dog trainers for using live rabbits as lures for their charges. In the first felony raid
of its kind, the Lee, Florida, action followed the first
successful infiltration of such a training operation in
the United States.
Robert Mendheim-one of America's most prominent greyhound owners with many of the country's
most successful dogs-was not the target of the sting
operation. He was just one of several trainers charged
with releasing dogs to chase a live domestic rabbit at
the training track that morning. In all, a dozen people
were arrested; four, including Mr. Mendheim and track
owner/operator George Frost, were charged with thirddegree felonies, another eight for misdemeanor
offenses.
The HSUS's undercover investigation began in early
1988, after the HSUS Southeast Regional Office in
Tallahassee received an anonymous tip that someone
was dumping large numbers of jackrabbit carcasses in the Lee, Florida,
area. A rural community, Lee is located sixty miles east of Tallahassee,
near the Georgia state line. A large number of highly successful greyhound
owners and trainers reside there.

Right, greyhounds pur•

sue a live domestic rab·
bit attached to a
mechanical arm at a
Florida training track.
Opposite, jackrabbits
such as this one, con·
fiscated by wildlife of•
ficers, traditionally are
used to train racing
greyhounds.

HSUS/BEVAN

Twelve-dollar Jacks
Faster than domestic rabbits, jackrabbits are traditionally used in "coursing"-releasing two or more greyhounds in an enclosed field to chase,
and ultimately savage, a jackrabbit. "Jacks," as they are called, are widely
used for this purpose because they dart about quickly, giving greyhounds
a good run for their $12 cost. The dogs eventually catch up with their quarry,

A dozen

FLORIDA'S FELONY

arrested
for use
of live
lures

GREYHOUND.
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tearing it apart. The HSUS estimates that
90 percent of America's greyhound trainers
believe that "bloodying" a greyhound in this
fashion is a vital first step toward teaching
a dog to chase the mechanical lure at the
professional track.
Jackrabbits are captured primarily in
Texas and New Mexico. Crammed into tiny
compartmentalized crates without any food
or water, they endure the long haul by truck
to any of a number of states where they'll
be used as bait. In their weakened, dehydrated condition, it's not uncommon for
jackrabbits to die during transit or within
hours of delivery, so survivors are generally used shortly after arrival.

Live Rabbits Whirled Around Track
In response to the anonymous call, The
HSUS dispatched an investigator to the Lee,
Florida, area to assess the situation. Using
a cover that gave the investigator wide acceptance among kennel owners, the HSUS
investigator made numerous visits to the
Frost kennels. There, in addition to housing and schooling dogs for owners, George
Frost operated a training track where, four
mornings a week, as many as one hundred
greyhounds came to train on live lures.
Over the course of several months, our
investigator spent a great deal of time with
the suspects and gained extensive information, not only about the widespread use of
jackrabbits throughout the state, but also
about the use of domestic rabbits during the
second phase of the greyhound's schooling.
Once a young greyhound has had its share
of jackrabbits, it graduates to the more
sophisticated training track. Training tracks
can range from small dirt circles with handoperated "whirligigs" to elaborate quartermile set-ups with motorized mechanical
arms; many such facilities operate
clandestinely throughout Florida. There,
live animals-usually domestic rabbits,
although guinea pigs, chickens, and even
cats have been known to be used-are
fastened to the track's mechanical arm and
whirled about the track at speeds of up to
thirty-five miles per hour. As the dogs are
released from the start box, the bait is
chased-and ultimately caught-by the
greyhounds when the track operator slows
the mechanical arm. The dogs are then
"teased" back to the start box by being
allowed to savage the bait.
The HSUS investigator reported:
"When the mechanical arm stopped at a
distance of approximately fifteen feet from
me, I observed that the domestic rabbit was
still alive. Suspended from the mechanical
arm by a rope around its midsection, the
rabbit struggled to free itself....
"With each successive run around the
28

track, the rabbit became increasingly dirty
until it looked almost brown. It was not
possible to determine at what point the rabbit lost consciousness or died, due to the
fact that the mechanical arm was in constant
motion.
"When I asked why the domestic rabbits
must be used live, I was told that live rabbits are what the dogs are used to and that's
what they expect ....
"When I visited the Frost training track,
I was surprised to see the large number of
dog trucks lined up, waiting to run their
greyhounds on live lures," said the investigator. ''And I was told that many of the
people who came to the track had travelled

mechanical lures at the training track.
"Greyhounds are sight hounds, not scent
hounds," our investigator continued, "and
they'll chase after any fast moving object."
The use of live lures remains a standard
training practice throughout the industry.
Greyhound trainers, steeped in tradition,
consistently assert that live lures give their
dogs the added edge they need at the track.
"Some trainers go so far as to 'shake their
dogs up' with a live jackrabbit or kitten immediately before a race," says HSUS Investigator Robert Baker, "a practice that is
not only illegal under Florida's felony law,
but is considered a form of race fixing, as
well." Mr. Baker has been investigating dog

Greyhounds are teased back to the start box by, being allowed to tear at and
torment the rabbit dangling helplessly from the mechanical arm.

from several counties, despite the fact that
what they were doing was a felony. It just
didn't make sense that so many people continued to use live lures, especially when a
few training tracks in the state had already
switched to artificial lures."
Artificial lures, the most popular of which
is the jack-a-lure, are now available to
greyhound trainers as a humane alternative
to live bait. "The jack-a-lure, which is simply a ball of fur fastened to a motorized
rope, is used to simulate a jackrabbit," said
the investigator, who had seen it in operation several times, "and it's highly effective
for field training of greyhounds." There's no
measurable difference reported in the performance of greyhounds that have been
trained on live lures and those that pursue

racing for six years. In all, he estimates that
more than one hundred thousand animals
each year suffer the trauma of being chased
and caught by greyhounds in training exercises or simply thrown into kennels to excite the dogs. Lure animals are often used
repeatedly until they are ripped apart by the
dogs or are tossed onto a pile to die.

Florida Unique in Many Ways
Although dog racing is legal in nineteen
states, nearly 40 percent of all racing in the
country is conducted in Florida, which is
a leading state in the breeding and training
of greyhounds as well.
Florida is also unique in that, in 1986,
following more than a decade of legislative
efforts by The HSUS, a strong state law was

enacted prohibiting the use of live lures for
the baiting of animals. F.S. 828.122 makes
the baiting of animals a felony offense, with
penalties up to five years in prison and/or
a $5,000 fine. Those who attend the
"fighting or baiting of animals" are guilty
of a misdemeanor and, if convicted, face up
to one year in prison and/or a $1,000 fine.
"While several states have enacted legislation that specifically prohibits greyhound
baiting;' says Mr. Baker, "Florida is unique
in that it's the only state where greyhound
breeding and training occur to any great extent where strong legislation exists." In
Texas and Kansas, two leading states for
training, legislation prohibiting live lures is
either inadequate or nonexistent.
In 1986, the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission adopted a regulation prohibiting the importation of
jackrabbits-considered to be agricultural
pests-into the state. Previous to the new
regulation, tens of thousands of jackrabbits
were being legally imported into the state
each year. Despite the new regulation,
however, thousands of jackrabbits continue
to be smuggled into the state, and, in August
of 1988, one supplier was cited and fined
by the Florida Game Commission fur bringing jackrabbits into the state from Alabama.

"Instant Invasion"
After gathering critical information about
suppliers illegally importing jackrabbits into
the state and having witnessed and
photographed the use of live domestic rabbits, the HSUS investigator had the
necessary evidence to move. Because of the
Florida Game Commission's interest in illegal jackrabbit importation, The HSUS was
able to enlist that agency's support, and an
investigator with the Florida Game Commission was introduced to and accepted by
greyhound trainers.
On Tuesday, October 4, at 5:00a.m., officers with the Florida Game Commission
and Madison County sheriffs office met
with the HSUS investigator and Southeast
Regional Director Marc Paulhus to discuss
plans to carry out the morning raid. Most
present were instructed to take their positions within two miles of the Frost training
track. Two officers proceeded to set up
videocamera equipment in a wooded area
adjacent to the training track to tape the
training exercise.
At dawn, the HSUS investigator and the
game commission investigator arrived at
the track to observe training. Robert Mendheim, who lives only a few miles from the
training track, was first on line, and a few
other greyhound trainers were present,
awaiting start-up of the track. At approximately 7:35, a live domestic rabbit was tied

INDUSTRY ADMITS ITS IMAGE
TAINTED BY LIVE LURES

T

he HSUS was surprised (and
delighted) to find a commentary in the December 1988
issue of Greyhound USA that
openly acknowledged the serious problems plaguing the greyhound industry.
According to Greyhound USA writer
Tom Jicha, the American Greyhound
Track Operators Association (AGTOA)
had been shopping for a new public relations firm to help improve the industry's
poor image when Ketchum Public Relations of Washington, D.C. , responded to
the plea. A vice president there had once
worked at a dog track and believed a potential existed to boost the industry's
status.
After the firm began to examine the
greyhound industry, "it took a look at
dog racing's situation and said, thanks,
but no thanks," reports Mr. Jicha in
Greyhound USA Ketchum Public Relations withdrew itself from consideration
for the account.
In his letter of withdrawal, Ketchum
Public Relations Senior Vice President
Ronald Mueller stated, "Ketchum has a
great deal of experience in implementing
successful, national-image enhancement
programs and in dealing with animalrights issues. But we have found that in
order for image-enhancement programs
to work, the client must be willing and
able to make substantive, important
changes in its operations, and in our interviews with several of your members,
we did not find a consistent and eager
willingness to make changes."
According to Mr. Jicha's commentary,
"Mueller informed track owners that the
two most formidable obstacles to
greyhound racing gaining widespread acceptance are the live lure issue and the
disposition of greyhounds after their racing careers." (Destroying dogs that no
longer make money-to save on feed
costs-is standard practice nationwide,
and most greyhounds are killed between
two and five years of age. With the death
toll reaching more than thirty thousand
greyhounds each year, those that are not
euthanatized are shot, abandoned, or
sent to research facilities.)
"Mueller said his firm's research indicates the live lure issue, which, unfortunately, made its way back into the news
recently with the well publicized arrests

of dogmen in North Florida, is an economic problem," continued Mr. Jicha.
Mr. Mueller was quoted as saying,
"We looked into this extensively and
found that there was no measurable difc
ference in the performance of greyhounds who are trained on live lures and
those who are trained on mechanical
devices. It is more costly to use artificial
lures, however."
"A number of veteran dogmen would
disagree strenuously with this assessment," stated Mr. Jicha in his commentary, "arguing that at some point in their
development young greyhounds must be
given the chance for a kill.
"It really doesn't matter," he continued. "(T)he sport is going to have to
come up with a way to train greyhounds
without using live rabbits. It might be
costly to... experiment with the problem,
but it's money that's going to have to be
spent sooner or later. If it's later, there
will be untold amounts spent defending
those caught defying the law in the
interim.
"It can be pointed out, accurately,"
continued Mr. Jicha in an attempt to defend greyhound trainers, "that it is not
the Easter bunny we are talking about,
that jackrabbits are crop-destroying
rodents no different than mice or rats."
(Apparently Mr. Jicha got his facts
wrong, because domestic rabbits-as
well as jackrabbits-are exactly what The
HSUS is talking aboj.ft.) He continued,
"Yet there is still no way to put a happy
face on hanging an animal from a rotating arm and eventually allowing dogs
to tear it apart. Anyone who thinks this
is ever going to be accepted is a fool."
Mr. Mueller points out that the problems plaguing the industry need not be
eliminated immediately, but there must
be signs that sincere efforts are underway to change. He concludes his letter
of withdrawal by stating, "If at some
point your members decide they want to
change the circumstances, you might
then want to decide which ... public relations firm can best implement a program
to communicate the change to the
American public, with the goal being to
change their opinions based on changed
reality."
Mr. Jicha responded, "We should all
•
live so long."
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by the abdomen to the track's mechanical
arm and whirled once around the track to
ensure that the track was in good working
order. Shortly thereafter, the first two greyhounds were released to pursue the pathetic

southeast office.
At press time, a continuance had been
issued for the felony trial and no new court
date had been set.
In addition to the criminal charges against

Florida Game Commission officers remove a dead domestic rabbit from the
training track's mechanical arm after the October raid. Florida has a strong
state law prohibiting live lures for the purpose of baiting animals.

creature as it whirled face down around the
quarter-mile track. After the initial run, the
dogs were teased back to the start box by
battering the live rabbit.
After eighteen greyhounds had raced
around the track, and a number of additional
trainers had pulled their dog trucks into the
line of waiting vehicles, the game commission investigator gave the go-ahead to
waiting units to move in. "Man, they came
racing up in their vehicles and climbing over
the fences," one greyhound trainer was
quoted by the Madison County Carrier. "We
were instantly invaded." A total of eight
marked and unmarked vehicles converged
on the property. Track owner Frost, Robert
Mendheim, and two others were charged
with felonies, while eight individuals
waiting to run their dogs were cited as firstdegree rnisdemeanants.
All sixty-eight dogs present at the time
were photographed and catalogued, and a
search warrant was obtained. A search of
the Frost premises revealed evidence
documenting the purchase of both domestic
rabbits and jackrabbits, which may prove
useful in future prosecution of suppliers. All
domestic rabbits on the property were seized
and were being cared for by the HSUS
30

those participating in the baiting exercise,
all individuals face severe penalties meted
out by the Florida Division of Pari-Mutuel
Wagering, which regulates dog racing
throughout the state. According to that agency's regulations, ''Any person . . . found
guilty of using or permitting the use of rabbits, cats, or fowls or other animals in the
training of racing greyhounds shall be fmed
or suspended or both ...." The regulations
go on to specify that all dogs owned in part
or whole by those found guilty can be
barred from racing, not just the sixty-eight
greyhounds present during the raid.
To date, the Florida Division of PariMutuel Wagering has been very thorough
in its investigation of the circumstances surrounding the October raid, and The HSUS
is looking to that agency to impose stiff
penalties, pending an administrative hearing, on those involved-suspending hundreds of dogs from racing. Such a move
would send shock waves throughout the entire greyhound industry and serve as a deterrent to those currently using live lures in
their training regimens.
Needless to say, the October raid made
headlines and television coverage throughout
the state, and anonymous tips have been

pouring in since. One, in fact, led to the
November arrest of another Madison
County, Florida, man who was caught with
seventeen jackrabbits in his pickup truck.
(According to another Florida statute, it is
a misdemeanor to possess nonindigenous
animals without a special permit.) At his
trial, that individual, employed by a wellknown north Florida greyhound trainer,
stated that he purchased the jackrabbits for
cooking purposes. Thereafter, his mother
took the witness stand, where she reportedly
rattled off her recipe for jackrabbit stew!
"It's particularly ironic that the vast majority of greyhound trainers continue to use
live lures," says investigator Baker, "while,
at the same time, in those states where attempts are underway to legalize dog racing,
industry leaders are telling legislators that
live-lure baiting is an archaic practice that's
been superceded by mechanical lures."
"Just two years ago," said our investigator,
"Robert Mendheim telephoned our
Tallahassee office to boast that he was no
longer using live lures in training. Look
where he is today.
"While we are pleased with the Lee bust,"
the investigator continued, "we realize that
it represents only a very small step toward
getting the industry to clean up its act. During the investigation, and with all the tips
we've received since, it's become very clear
that this is a huge problem throughout the
greyhound industry, and one we will con•
tinue to expose until it stops."

REGIONS REVIEW

Despite strong opposition, the Charlotte
County (Florida) School
Board has voted to continue allowing the dissection of dead cats in
its high schools. South1- east Regional Program
(/)
<( Coordinator Laura
LJ_J Bevan attended a public
on the issue and
I hearing
testified that dissections
1- on the high school level
:J are unnecessary.
The dissections are
(/) taking place despite a
1985 Florida law intended to halt the practice. The wording of the law is
poor, however, and dissections
are occurring throughout the
state. A bill before the Florida
legislature this year would
eliminate the problem language
and severely restrict the use of
animals in Florida's classrooms.

0

THE HSUS POLICY ON
GREYHO
RACING

PROGRESS IN
PUERTO RICO

T

In December, The HSUS
visited Puerto Rico when a contingent of our staff traveled
there to work for improved
animal welfare. The American
territory has severe animalcruelty and dogfighting problems, with little animal control.
Southeast Regional Director
Marc Paulhus, Laura Bevan,
and Dr. Susan Lieberman,
joined by John Snyder of the
National Animal Control
Association, conducted a oneday seminar on humane and
wildlife issues and visited local
legislators, humane societies,
animal shelters, and zoos. One
of Puerto Rico's most powerful
lawmakers has already agreed
to sponsor legislation to make
dogfighting a felony.

he Humane Society of the United
States condemns greyhound racing
and, specifically, the training event
known as collrsing, in which greyhounds
are released to chase and kill a hare or
other animal, and all practices utilizing
live hares or other animals as lures in
training greyhounds. It is HSUS policy,
therefore, to oppose dog racing.because
of cruel training methods, the large scale
breeding of greyhounds in the hope of
producing a winner, the often cruel methods by which non-winners are sometimes
killed, and because this so-called sport
is an inhumane and unju~fied exploitation of animals for profit. In accordance
with this policy, the Society works to prevent legalization of dog racing in states
where it is not permitted and establishment of racing tracks in communities
•
where none· now· exist.
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give workshops on satanism and
Santeria and the use of animals
in their rituals. In North Carolina, almost two hundred lawenforcement officers attended
an all-day seminar to learn how
to recognize and combat the
problem in their own areas. Mr.
Paulhus is scheduled to conduct
seminars on the subject in Connecticut and California in upcorning months.

DISSECTIONS
PROCEED

WELCOME,
MISSISSIPPI
Southeast Regional Director Marc Paulhus (left) and others
search the site of a Santeria sacrifice in a Miami Park.

POPULAR
WORKSHOPS
The Southeast Regional Office's
work to stop the horrors of

DOGFIGHTERS
PLEAD GUILTY
In June 1988, a major
dogfighting raid took
place in Clermont and
Clinton counties in
Ohio as a result of an in(/) tensive investigation
LlJ conducted by the Cler~ mont County Sheriffs
<( Department and the
--1 Federal Bureau of Investigation (see the Fall
1- 1988HSUSNews). The
<(
LlJ Great Lakes Regional
0:::::: Office assisted in the in( 1\ vestigation and raid.
V
Two couples were arrested: Gregory (William) Lowe and Margaret Samantha Lowe of
New Richmond, Ohio; and
Kenneth Gaines and Cathy Bell
Gaines of Blanchester, Ohio.
Cathy Bell Gaines pleaded
guilty to state felony charges of
dogfighting in January 1989.
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animal sacrifice has resulted in
a flood of requests from humane
groups for more information on
the subject. Mr. Paulhus has
traveled throughout the region to

Kenneth Gaines, however, did
not plead because he was hospitalized on the day of the hearing. As of the end of February,
no new date had been set for a
hearing on the dogfighting
charges. On February 27, Mr.
Gaines did plead guilty to federal felony drug charges which

One of the fighting dogs seized
in the June 1988 raid on the
Lowes' property.

The Southeast Region has been
expanded to include another
state. As of the new year, Mississippi joined Florida, Georgia,
Alabama, and South Carolina to
become the fifth state covered by
the office. We welcome all our
new members and look forward
to working for and with you .•

resulted from the dogfighting
investigation.
The Lowes' decision to
stand trial, on February 21,
forced the prosecution to present three days of graphic
evidence to the court, including
tape recordings which allowed
the jury to hear the gruesome
details of the world of dogfighting. Great Lakes Regional
Director Sandy Rowland was
qualified by the court as an expert witness in dogfighting and
provided definitions of dogfighting terms to the jury and
identified specific evidence that
was taken in the raid.
After three days of presentation of evidence, the Lowes
pleaded guilty to three state
felony charges, one each for
fighting, training, and selling a
dog for the purpose of fighting.
Charges of dogfighting against
their son were dropped.
Sentencing was scheduled for
March.
•
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